
Energy Smart Workshop: 
Helping Homeowners 

Cut Energy Costs

April 8, 2026



Municipal Investment Fund, Phase 1

• 49 Communities, $250,000 each
• Grant: Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 

(GGRF) National Clean Investment Fund 
(NCIF)

• Market-building activities for Clean 
Energy, Zero-Emissions Buildings, and 
Zero-Emissions Transportation (not tied 
to specific projects)

• Deliverables: Public/Private Partnership 
Plan & Project Pipeline

• November 1, 2025 to May 1, 2026Grantee Sub-GranteeGrantor



City of Cincinnati
Office of Environment & Sustainability

BUILDINGS & ENERGY FOOD

NATURAL SYSTEMS

COMMUNITY ACTIVATION

RESILIENCE & ADAPTATION

CITY OPERATIONS

MOBILITY ZERO WASTE

50% carbon emissions reduction by 2030, 100% carbon neutral by 2050.

Sustainability. Equity. Resilience.

Link to the OES website 
for more information



City of Cincinnati: Energy Affordability Work
• Solarize Cincy

• Co-op purchasing for solar
• WarmUp Cincy

• Program to prevent utility disconnections, make in-unit and whole building energy efficiency 
upgrades, provide energy education

• Multifamily Energy Efficiency Capital Upgrades Program (MEECUP)
• Research study to understand how building upgrades in affordable, historic buildings are 

connected to energy affordability, air quality, and resident comfort in their homes
• Home Repair Service Energy Efficiency

• Enhancing ongoing emergency home repairs led by the Department of Buildings & Inspections with 
energy upgrade resources

• Renter and Landlord Energy Efficiency Engagement (RALEEE)
• Providing key short-term and long-term solutions to high energy burden through energy education, 

utility support, and grants for building upgrades
• Energy Aggregation Program

• Automatically enrolls residents into a program that provides a lower rate than Duke and provides 
100% renewable energy



Workforce Development

• Cincinnati Green Workforce Landscape Analysis Report - Released in 
May 2025
• $150,000 awarded to six training organizations through Seeds of 
Change Green Workforce Development Funding Round
• Launched a Building Performance Institute training pilot
• Planning Green Jobs Summit at Greater Cincinnati Earth Day on 
April 19, 2026

Contact: 
Thanapat Vichitchot, Green Workforce Development Manager

thanapat.vichitchot@cincinnati-oh.gov 
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/green-jobs/

Sign up for the 
Cincinnati Green Jobs 

e-newsletter
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Donovan Energy Overview
Cincinnati-based clean energy project development and finance company 
focused on:

Energy Finance – Leveraging grants, tax incentives, utility rebates and niche financing solutions to get 
projects done

Project Development – Reduce facility energy costs with LED lighting upgrades, building envelope, 
HVAC system optimization, and solar/battery storage

Clean Energy Roadmap – Advisory/consulting service to develop comprehensive decarbonization 
strategies to meet client goals/mandates

Electric Vehicle Charging – Consult, design, and implementation of electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure



Cincinnati Green Bank Collaborative

• Established 2025 after 2 years of engagement
• Housed within Cincinnati Development Fund

• 38 yrs of mission-drive lending experience 

• A new resource locally for homeowners, 
building owners and developers

• Market focus, closely aligned with The Port
• Multi-family
• Single Family Residential

A Green Bank is typically not a regulated depository institution



Cincinnati Green Bank’s defined 
pathway to address energy poverty

In sequence of needs:

1. Utility & property tax relief

2. Critical home repairs

3. Home energy upgrades

4. Energy independence (solar)
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Implementing Energy 
Saving Solutions in 

Your Home



Home Energy Audits: What to Expect
• Be ready with a list of comfort concerns/existing 

problems, a year’s worth of energy bills, and a 
rundown of how the home is used 

• Visual inspection of the exterior of the home
• Roof
• Gutters
• Windows/doors

• Visual inspection of the interior of the home 
including:

• Appliances
• Windows/doors
• Vents/registers
• Ductwork

• Testing carbon monoxide concentration near gas 
appliances

• Blower door test
• Measuring the house’s airtightness



DIY Energy Saving Measures
• Replace fluorescent and incandescent lights with LED

• Replacing bulbs or fixtures can reduce the lighting load by 50-70%
• Changing HVAC filters

• Paired with an annual HVAC tune-up, this could save your HVAC from working too hard to heat or 
cool your home

• Opening/closing blinds on south facing windows to let heat inside during cold months or 
block out heat during warm months

• Wash clothes in cold water
• Heating water accounts for about 18% of energy consumption in your home

• Replace thermostat with a smart thermostat
• Replacing a manual thermostat with a smart thermostat saves energy by programming heating or 

cooling based on your schedule
• Sealing and insulating ducts, sealing around windows/doors

• Sealing ducts, vents, and register connections with foil tape or mastic can increase the efficiency of 
your HVAC system, increase comfort, or overworking the system. Insulating the ducts, with the help 
of a professional, can help prevent heating and cooling loss.

• For more information, visit the OES Energy Efficiency webpage: 
• https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/buildings-and-energy/energy-efficiency/ 
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Energy Efficiency • Insulating and air sealing
• Insulating attics, crawl spaces, band joists (space 

between top of exterior basement wall and floor 
above)

• Air sealing any part of the house that touches an 
unconditioned space: windows, doors, unconditioned 
basement, garage, roof & ceiling penetrations

• Electric appliances
• Replacing gas appliances with the electric equivalent 

when it reaches end of life increases energy efficiency 
of that appliance

• Electric appliances also reduce indoor air pollution

• Cool roof installations (white/light colored roofs)



Heat Pumps
Why it matters:

• Lower energy use and lower utility bills.
• Heating and cooling from one system.
• Better comfort with more even temperatures.
• No on-site combustion from a furnace or boiler.

For homeowners:
• A heat pump can replace aging HVAC equipment, 

improve comfort, and reduce long term operating 
costs.

For renters:
• Window units or ductless mini split systems can 

deliver quieter, more efficient cooling and heating 
where building owners allow upgrades.

What to look for:
• Good insulation and air sealing.
• The right system size for the space.
• Available utility incentives and tax credits.



Solar

• To reduce the amount of total solar needed for 
your home, be sure to implement the energy 
savings measures mentioned previously and 
have an appliance electrification plan

• Solar reduces your overall energy bill and 
insulates you from future electric rate 
increases

• Battery storage offers the flexibility to dispatch 
power at peak demand periods to reduce 
demand costs and grid strain. The solar + 
battery solution also act as an electric 
generator during grid events



Incentives and 
Financing Options



This is Not Legal nor formal Tax Advice 
Tailored to Any One Entity
This presentation and discussion should not be considered 
a replacement for formal tax preparation services.

Legal Disclaimer: This information provided on this presentation 

does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice; instead, 

all information, content, and materials provided are for general 

guidance purposes only.



Programs to Assist You

• Utility Payment Programs

• Grants for Energy Upgrades

• Low Interest Loans



Habitat for Humanity:
Critical Home Repair Programs

https://www.habitatcincinnati.org/repai

repair@cincinnatihabitat.org

Overview:
The Critical Repair programs offer a no-
cost solution for critical home repairs 
like accessibility modifications, code 
violations, sidewalk issues, HVAC 
repairs, roof repairs, water heater 
replacements, and much more! 

What? 
No out-of-pocket cost for repairs, 
donations are encouraged

Who? 
-Home/condo owners in Hamilton 
County

-Age 65 or older, or Veteran-connected 
households

-Income qualified, 80% AMI

How? 
1. Info on website: 
https://www.habitatcincinnati.org/repai

2. Fill out application

3. Questions? 513.621.4147 or 
repair@cincinnatihabitat.org.

https://www.habitatcincinnati.org/repair
mailto:repair@cincinnatihabitat.org


Council on Aging:
STEPS to Stability Program

https://www.help4seniors.org/program

s-services/senior-utility-home-repair-

assistance/steps-to-stabi…

application

Overview:
The program covers one-time needs for 
seniors needing HVAC, water heater, 
roof, plumbing repairs/replacements.

What? 
No out-of-pocket cost for repairs

Who? 
-Homeowners in Hamilton County

-Over the age of 60

-Ineligible for other assistance 
programs

-Income qualified at 300% FPL ($99,000 
for family of 4)

How? 
1. Info on Website: 
https://www.help4seniors.org/program
s-services/senior-utility-home-repair-
assistance/steps-to-stabi…

 2. Fill out application

 3. Call 513.743.9000 with questions

https://www.help4seniors.org/programs-services/senior-utility-home-repair-assistance/steps-to-stability-hamilton-county/
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DSlQL5-zWkaOBOcwaiNkKJBXqoKQUTVHkyZZvyr8QptURURZSjVYUFZKQVNKTEZLVkJQUVBZMVZBRC4u


People Working Cooperatively:
Home Repairs and Weatherization Services

Overview:
The program covers critical home 
repairs needs for households needing 
HVAC, plumbing, electrical, 
repairs/replacements. Also covers 
weatherization like a CO check, 
weather stripping, duct sealing, & 
insulation.

What? 
No out-of-pocket cost for repairs

Who? 
-Household income at or below 50% 
AMI

-Own your home

-Elderly or disabled

-Renters in OH and Duke Energy 
customers qualify for weatherization

How? 
Call (513) 351-7921



State of Ohio:
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP)

Overview:
The program is a subsidy for gas or 
electric bills. Households pay a 
percentage of their income to their 
utility bill instead of the actual energy 
bill.

What? 
Gas heated homes: 5% of monthly 
income

Electric heated home: 10% monthly 
income

Who? 
-Ohio residents

-Income qualified below 175% Federal 
Poverty Level (FPL)

How? 
Call (513) 569-1840



Strategies To End Homelessness:
Renter and Landlord Energy Efficiency 
Engagement Program (RALEEE)

Overview:
The program covers up to $500 in direct 
payoff for Duke Energy account 
balance.

What? 
$500 in direct payoff for Duke Energy 
account balance

Who? 
-City of Cincinnati tenants

-Income qualified at or below 200% 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL)

How? 
Call 211



Utility Rebates – Kentucky & Indiana
• Duke Energy customers in both Kentucky and Indiana can 

obtain rebates from Duke Energy for installing more efficient 
items in their home

• Utility rebates are not available in Ohio

Measure Kentucky Indiana

HVAC Install

Heat Pump Water Heater

Attic Insulation

Ductwork Sealing

Energy Efficient Windows

GET STARTED:
https://www.duke-
energy.com/home/products/smart-
saver

https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/smart-saver
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The Port:
Legacy Home Improvement Loan Program

eligibility

LegacyProgram@CincinnatiPort.org

Overview:
The Legacy Program supports home 
repairs, improvements, and energy 
upgrades (energy efficiency 
improvements, windows, water heater, 
plumbing, flooring, electrical, mold, 
siding, HVAC, handrails/porch/steps 
repair)

What? 
Loans at 2% from $5,000-$25,000 at a 
below-market interest rate. Free energy 
audit. Monthly payments ranging from 
$46-$230

Who? 
-Homeowner of 5 years with a clear title

-Household incomes up to 100% 
Median Family Income (MFI),

 -Must demonstrate repayment ability

-Located in Avondale for pilot, or within 
City limits for waiting list

How? 
1. Check your eligibility 

2. Reach out to 
LegacyProgram@CincinnatiPort.org

Sedamsville Residents: 
Check out The Port’s $15,000 home 

repair grant program too!

https://www.cincinnatiport.org/legacy-loan-program/
mailto:LegacyProgram@CincinnatiPort.org
https://www.cincinnatiport.org/our-work/neighborhood-residential-commercial-revitalization-2/reach-home-rehab/home-repair-program/




Hamilton County + Northside Bank:
Home Improvement Program (HIP) Loan

(513) 542-

7800

Overview:
The HIP loan can support home repairs, 
improvements, code compliance, and 
energy upgrades (HVAC, plumbing, 
windows/doors/siding, bathrooms, 
decks, kitchen remodels, garages, 
room additions, roofs and much more!)

What? 
-Loans up to $50,000

-4% interest rate 

-5 year term

Who? 
-Homeowners in Hamilton County

-Single or two-family properties valued 
up to $350,000

-No income restrictions or limits, must 
meet bank’s credit requirements

-Must be owner-occupied

How? 
1. Check your eligibility 

2. Contact North Side Bank - (513) 542-
7800 (ask for Jeremy, Tiffany, or Ciara). 
They will take the application for you.

3. North Side Bank will submit your 
application for approval by the County.

tel:5135427800
tel:5135427800


The IRA outlines two rebate programs under the federal Department of Energy to assist households with energy-efficient 
home upgrades. Launched in IN; pending DOE approval in OH and KY.
.

Home Efficiency Rebates Program (Previously 
HOMES)

• $4.3B through FY2031
• Providing savings-based incentives for whole-home efficiency 

upgrades/retrofit
• Rebates double for low-moderate income households
• Ohio Department of Development - $125,000,000
• Kentucky Energy & Environment Cabinet - $67,000,000

State energy offices and Tribes will develop and administer the programs

Image source: Freepik

Home Electrification and Appliance Rebates 
Program (Previously HEEHRA)

• $4.5B through FY2031
• Providing point-of-sale discount to consumers for certain high-

efficiency electric appliances and energy efficiency products
• Available for households whose income is below 150% of the 

area median
• Ohio Department of Development - $125,000,000
• Kentucky Energy & Environment Cabinet - $67,000,000

Home Energy Rebate Program Overview



Dynegy Energy Aid Program

https://www.dollarenergy.org/program/

dynegy-energy-aid/

Overview:
Dynegy offers an electricity bill payment 
assistance program using donated funds 
to support customers in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Illinois, and Massachusetts.

What? 
Grants up to $350 per applicant, per utility, 
per year

Who? 
Customers whose total gross household 
income is at or below 400% of the Federal 
Poverty Income Guidelines.

How? 
Call 1-888-282-6816 or visit 
https://www.dollarenergy.org/program/
dynegy-energy-aid/ 

https://www.dollarenergy.org/program/dynegy-energy-aid/
https://www.dollarenergy.org/program/dynegy-energy-aid/


Case Studies



Case Study: 
Working in 
Neighborhoods’ 
Net Zero Urban 
Village

• 50 total net zero homes in the South Cumminsville neighborhood
• 25 energy retrofits for senior homeowners
• 25 newly constructed or rehabbed single-family homes for first time homebuyers between 

80% - 120% Area Median Income (AMI)

• These homes’ energy bills will be 70% less than a standard home

• Phase 1 of Energy Retrofits: 15 units already completed with 
comprehensive upgrades

• Phase 1 of New Homes: 8 newly constructed homes on vacant lots, sold 
to first time homebuyers

• Home Features:
• Energy efficient heating and cooling systems
• Highly thermal resistant exterior walls
• Solar-ready to provide electricity throughout home
• R-50 blown in attic insulation
• Energy Star Low-E insulated glass
• Energy Star fiberglass exterior doors with weather stripping
• Energy Star appliances
• Water Sense plumbing fixtures
• 50-gallon heat pump water heater
• 90% energy efficient LED light fixtures
• Greenguard Gold certified paint and carpet



Case Study: 
The Port’s 
Solar Pilot

• The Port is helping homeowners of 4 newly built single-
family homes on Concord Street in Walnut Hills add solar 
to their homes

• The Port will lease a homeowner’s rooftop for 5 years and 
install a 5kW solar array (or the maximum size system 
recommended by the installer)

• This eliminates the need for traditional financing and allows 
the homeowner to take advantage of an ownership and 
leasing structure with The Port. This eliminates the 
prequalification and other financial barriers that currently 
exist for homeowners

• The Port will combine multiple solar installations into one 
bid to make pricing more affordable for the homeowner

• Goals:
• The homeowners pay $0 upfront cost and benefit from the 

solar energy once it’s installed
• Demonstrate that the system will provide the homeowner 

with 20% net energy cost savings over 10 years



Next Steps

• Grab flyers about these programs
• Take the post-workshop survey
• Start implementing the DIY measures
• Take advantage of the programs available to you



Energy Smart Workshop Series
• April 14: Multifamily Housing

• Kenwood Country Club 8:30-10:00a

• April 17: Tax Exempt Entities
• Walnut Hills Branch Library 11:00-12:30p

• April 21: Affordable Multifamily Housing
• Cincinnati Development Fund 2:30-4:00p

• April 22: Energy Affordability: Building Understanding and 
Uncovering Opportunities
• Downtown Library 6:00-8:00p

• April 27: Architects and Engineers
• Fifth Third Center 2:00p-3:30p
• Immediately followed by the Geo-Exchange Report

• April 28: House Bill 15 Workshop
• Scripps Center 3:00p

Sign up for these 
upcoming 

workshops here!



Q&A
Take the survey and 

submit your feedback!



APPENDIX



Cincinnati Green Bank Collaborative:
Our Region's Approach

• Elevate all the great programs/solutions we already have

• Build and expand upon current successes

• Get input from wide range of non-profit, government and private sector 
stakeholders

• Foster partnerships to close newly identified gaps, ensuring equitable 
solutions

• Workforce Development: support the education and training of 
policymakers, contractors, developers, and building owners

• Develop a pipeline of projects that focus on energy efficiency, renewable 
energy generation, and electric vehicle charging



Income Guidelines
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