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Energy Smart Workshop: 
Multifamily Affordable Housing 

 

 

Program Name Type of 
Incentive 

What is it for? Who is it for? Contact Information 

Cincinnati 
Development Fund 

Various Predevelopment and 
construction, energy and financial 
modeling 

Developers, MFH owners, 
nonprofits 

Contact Ross Patten at CDF 
rpatten@cincinnatidevelopmentfund.org  

Advanced Energy 
Fund – Ohio 
Department of 
Development 
(ODOD) 

Grant Insulation, LED lighting, energy 
efficiency lighting technologies, 
BMS, HVAC upgrades, weather 
sealing, door and window 
replacements, and cogeneration 
systems (renewable energy) 

Corporations, LLCs, 
limited partnerships, non-
profits, school districts, 
colleges/universities, 
local government 

ODOD’s website: 
https://development.ohio.gov/
community/redevelopment/ad
vanced-energy-fund-grant  
 
energy@development.ohio.gov  

Energy Efficiency 
Program (State 
Energy Program) – 
Ohio Department of 
Development 
(ODOD) 

Grant High efficiency boilers, chillers, 
HVAC upgrades, thermostats, 
Energy Star appliances, waste 
heat recovery equipment, 
sensors, automated controls, LED 
lighting, doors, windows, panels, 
insulation, vents, motors, etc. 

Ohio manufacturers, non-
manufacturers, 
nonprofits, school 
districts, colleges and 
universities, local units of 
government 

ODOD’s website: 
https://development.ohio.gov/
community/redevelopment/st
ate-energy-program  
 
energy@development.ohio.gov  

Home Energy Rebate 
Program – Ohio 
Department of 
Development 
PENDING in OH and KY 

Rebate Electric appliances, electric 
panel/wiring upgrades, retrofits 

Single and multifamily 
building occupants under 
150% AMI.  

Once the program is finalized 
and live, 
https://development.ohio.gov/
individual/energy-
assistance/energy-savings  

Duke Energy Rebates 
(KY & IN) 

Rebate HVAC, heat pump water heater, 
attic insulation, and more! 

Duke Energy customers in 
Kentucky and Indiana 

https://www.duke-
energy.com/home/products/s
mart-saver  

KY EV Charging 
Rebate Program 

Rebate 50% grant up to $25,000 per site 
for Level 2 EV chargers (separate 
DCFC program for airports) 

Non-profits, local 
government, multi-family, 
small business 

Applications:  
https://eec.ky.gov/Energy/Prog
rams/Pages/Volkswagen-
Settlement.aspx  

CRA Abatement - 
City of Cincinnati  

Tax Incentive – 
Property Tax 
Abatement 

New construction/renovation 
Energy design certifications get 
you $200,000-$300,000 in 
additional cap for abate-able tax 
value 

1-4 unit properties 
 

https://www.cincinnaticitywid
e.com/tax-abatement/   

Energy Savings Measure Examples 
High Performance Envelope Continuous Insulation, Air Sealing and Pressure Testing, Passive Strategies (orientation, massing, 

shading, etc.) 
Electric Appliances All-Electric Kitchen Equipment, Heat Pump Clothes Dryers 
HVAC Air-Source & Ground-Source Heat Pumps for space conditioning  
Water Air-Source & Ground-Source Heat Pumps for water heating, WaterSense fixtures and efficient 

domestic hot water distribution  
Solar  Reduce the building's energy use first through envelope, HVAC, lighting, and plug load improvements. 

The lower the EUI, the smaller and more affordable your PV system needs to be. Roof-mounted solar, 
parking canopies, ground-mounted arrays, and building-integrated PV (BIPV)  

Battery Storage Battery storage offers the flexibility to dispatch power at peak demand periods to reduce demand 
costs and grid strain. The solar + battery solution also act as an electric generator during grid events 
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Program Name Type of 
Incentive What is it for? Who is it for? Contact Information 

Small Business 
Clean Air Program - 
Ohio Air Quality 
Development 
Authority 

Tax Incentive – 
Sales and 
Property Tax 
Exemption 

Owner-occupied buildings, Point 
source pollution compliance 
(regulated by Clean Air Act), 
Energy efficiency measures, 
Renewable energy generation, EV 
fleet + infrastructure 

Commercial property 
owners of 5+ unit 
buildings 

https://ohioairquality.ohio.gov
/incentives-and-
financing/small-business-
assistance/02-small-
business-assistance  
gabe.lorenz@aqda.ohio.gov  

Clean Air 
Improvement 
Program - Ohio Air 
Quality Development 
Authority 

Tax Incentive - 
Sales and 
Property Tax 
Exemption 

New development, major 
redevelopment. Energy efficiency 
projects, renewable energy, 
projects that improve air quality 
 

Commercial property 
owners of 5+ unit 
buildings 

https://ohioairquality.ohio.gov
/incentives-and-
financing/clean-air-
improvement-program or 
brooke.grant@aqda.ohio.gov  

48e Federal Clean 
Energy Investment 
Tax Credit 

Tax Incentive – 
Federal Credit 

Solar, geothermal, battery 
projects, a 30-70% tax credit for 
qualifying facilities 

Commercial property 
owners of 5+ unit 
buildings 

Contact your tax professional 

30C EV Charging Tax 
Credit 

Tax Incentive – 
Federal Credit 

Businesses can claim a 30% tax 
credit for installing EV charging up 
to $100,000 per 
EV charger installed 

Commercial property 
owners of 5+ unit 
buildings 

 Contact your tax professional 

Energy Efficiency 
Revolving Loan Fund 
- ODOD 

Loan Energy efficiency measures that 
reduce baseline building energy 
use by at least 15% 

Small businesses, 
manufacturers, 
nonprofits, and local 
governments 

https://development.ohio.gov/
community/redevelopment/en
ergy-loan-fund  

PACE Special 
assessment on 
property tax bill 

Energy savings measures, LED 
lighting, solar, HVAC, roofing, 
controls, elevators, etc. 

Commercial property 
owners of 5+ unit 
buildings 

https://www.choosecincy.com
/pace  

Home Improvement 
Program (HIP) - 
Hamilton County 

4-5% loans up to 
$50,000 

Energy upgrades, solar, home 
repairs, code compliance, 
remodeling, and more! 

Homeowners or 2-4 unit 
investment properties 

Call North Side Bank at (513) 
542-7800 and ask for Jeremy, 
Tiffany, or Ciara 

For Income-Eligible Tenants: 

Home Repairs and 
Weatherization – 
People Working 
Cooperatively 

No-cost repairs HVAC, electrical service, 
plumbing, duct sealing/insulation, 
weatherization 

Households at or below 
50% AMI, Duke Energy OH 
renters qualify for 
weatherization services 

Call (513) 351-7921 

Percentage of 
Income Payment 
Plan – Ohio Jobs & 
Family Services 

Utility bill 
subsidy 

-Gas heated homes: 5% of 
monthly income 
-Electric heated home: 10% 
monthly income Instead of utility 
bill 

Households at or below 
175% FPL, Ohio residents 

Call (513) 685-4478 or 
www.energyhelp.ohio.gov  
 

WarmUp Cincy 
Renter and Landlord 
Energy Program – 
Strategies to End 
Homelessness 

Utility bill 
subsidy 

Up to $500 Duke balance payoff Households at or below 
200% FPL, City residents 

Call United Way 211 

Dynegy Energy Aid 
Program 

Utility bill 
subsidy 

Grants up to $350 per applicant, 
per utility, per year for Dynegy 
customers in crisis 

Customers whose total 
gross household income 
is at or below 400% of the 
Federal Poverty Income 
Guidelines. 

 
Call 1-888-282-6816 or visit 
https://www.dollarenergy.org/
program/dynegy-energy-aid/ 

Want to learn more about how you can implement these energy savings measures or incentives in your building? 
 

Andy Holzhauser, CPA (Inactive) Nikki Vandivort 
Donovan Energy City of Cincinnati Office of Environment & Sustainability 
Partner, CFO Clean Energy & Climate Resilience Mgr. 
aholzhauser@donovanenergy.com Nikki.vandivort@cincinnati-oh.gov  
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