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Energy Smart Workshop: Helping 

Homeowners Cut Energy Costs 
 

 
 
Learn more about implementing energy savings measures here: 

  

Energy Savings Measure Cost Savings 
Open/close blinds to let heat inside 
during cold months or block out heat 
during warm months 

Free Can reduce heating/cooling 
consumption by 10-25% 

Water Heating: 
• Wash clothes in cold water 
• Set water heater set temp to 120 

degrees 

Free Save up to 3-16% on water heating 
energy costs 

Change HVAC filter $7 - $12 per filter, usually 
comes in a multipack 

Save 5-15% on energy consumption, 
change filter every 30-90 days 

Replace lights with LED equivalents 
 

$1.50 - $3.00 per bulb 
$30 - $60 for 20 bulbs 

Cut your lighting load by 50-70%. 
Estimated 1 year payback 

Seal around windows and doors with 
caulk 

$20 - $30 for caulk and 
supplies 

Estimated savings of 10-20% or $200-
$400 annually 

Replace thermostat with smart 
thermostat 
 

$100 - $270 for the thermostat 
$150 - $300 for a professional 
to install 

Estimated savings of 10% or $50 - $175 
annually 

Seal gaps in ductwork $1 - $2 per square foot (SF) of 
your home 
• 1,000 SF: $500 to $1,500 
• 1,500 SF: $750 to $2,250 
• 2,000 SF: $1,000 to $3,000 
• 2,500 SF: $1,250 to $3,750 

Can improve HVAC efficiency by up to 
20% and save 20-30% of air from 
escaping from ducts. Estimated 2-4 
year payback. (Recommended to hire a 
professional) 
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Want to learn more about how you can implement these energy savings measures or 
incentives in your building? 
 
Donovan Energy - Andy Holzhauser, aholzhauser@donovanenergy.com 
City of Cincinnati Office of Environment and Sustainability – Nikki Vandivort, 
nikki.vandivort@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Program Name Type of 
Incentive 

What is it for? Who is it for? Contact Information 

Critical Home Repair 
– Habitat for 
Humanity 

No-cost repairs HVAC repairs, accessibility 
modifications, sidewalk 
issues, roof repairs, and 
more!  
 

Home/condo owners in Hamilton 
County, age 65 or older, or 
Veteran-connected households. 
income qualified, 80% AMI 
 

1. Info on website: 
https://www.habitatcincinnati.
org/repair  
2. Fill out application 
3. Questions? (513) 621-4147 
or 
repair@cincinnatihabitat.org. 

STEPS to Stability – 
Council on Aging 

No-cost repairs HVAC, water heater, roof, 
plumbing 

Homeowners in Hamilton 
County, over the age of 60, 
ineligible for other assistance 
programs, income at 300% FPL 

Call (513) 743-9000 or visit the 
Council on Aging website: 
www.help4seniors.org  

Home Repairs and 
Weatherization - 
PWC 

No-cost repairs HVAC, electrical service, 
plumbing, duct 
sealing/insulation, 
weatherization 

Households at or below 50% 
AMI, Duke Energy OH renters 
qualify for weatherization 
services 

Call (513) 351-7921 

PIPP – State of Ohio Utility bill 
subsidy 

-Gas heated homes: 5% of 
monthly income 
-Electric heated home: 
10% monthly income 
Instead of utility bill 

Households at or below 175% 
FPL, Ohio residents 

Call (513) 569-1840 
 

RALEEE - STEH Utility bill 
subsidy 

Up to $500 Duke balance 
payoff 

Households at or below 200% 
FPL, City residents 

Call 211 

Duke Energy Rebates 
(KY & IN) 

Rebate HVAC, heat pump water 
heater, attic insulation, 
and more! 

Duke Energy customers in 
Kentucky and Indiana 

https://www.duke-
energy.com/home/products/s
mart-saver  

Legacy Home 
Improvement Loan 
Program - The Port 

$5,000 - $25,000 
loan, below 
market interest 
rate 

Energy upgrades, home 
repairs, improvements 

Homeowner of 5 years with clear 
title, 100% AMI, demonstrate 
repayment ability 

Email LegacyProgram@ 
CincinnatiPort.org  

Revive and Thrive - 
LISC 

$5,000 - $25,000 
loan, 2% interest 
rate, avg 10 year 
term 

Home repairs, roofing, 
plumbing, electrical, 
HVAC, accessibility, and 
more! 

Homeowners in Ham. County, 
for those that may struggle 
qualifying for traditional loans, 
80% AMI 

Call 211 

Home Improvement 
Program (HIP) - 
Hamilton County 

4% loans up to 
$50,000, 5-year 
term 

Energy upgrades, solar, 
home repairs, code 
compliance, remodeling, 
and more! 

Homeowners in Hamilton 
County, 1-2 family property 
valued less than $350,000 

Call North Side Bank at (513) 
542-7800 and ask for Jeremy, 
Tiffany, or Ciara 

Home Energy Rebate 
Program –Dept of 
Energy (PENDING in 
OH and KY) 

Rebate Electric appliances, 
electric panel/wiring 
upgrades, retrofits 

Households with income below 
150% AMI. Program is live in IN, 
pending OH&KY. 

Once the program is finalized 
and live, ElectrifyCincy.org  
and https://www.cincinnati-
oh.gov/oes/  

Dynegy Energy Aid 
Program 

Grant Grants up to $350 per 
applicant, per utility, per 
year for Dynegy customers 
in crisis 

Customers whose total gross 
household income is at or below 
400% of the Federal Poverty 
Income Guidelines. 

 
Call 1-888-282-6816 or visit 
https://www.dollarenergy.org/
program/dynegy-energy-aid/ 

mailto:aholzhauser@donovanenergy.com
mailto:nikki.vandivort@cincinnati-oh.gov
https://www.habitatcincinnati.org/repair
https://www.habitatcincinnati.org/repair
http://www.help4seniors.org/
https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/smart-saver
https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/smart-saver
https://www.duke-energy.com/home/products/smart-saver
https://electrifycincy.org/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/
https://www.dollarenergy.org/program/dynegy-energy-aid/
https://www.dollarenergy.org/program/dynegy-energy-aid/

